The Chinese Bamboo Tree

You prepare the soll, pick the right spot, and then plant the Chinese Bamboo
Tree. You water it and wait. But you wait an entire year and nothing appears. No
bud, no twig, nothing. So you keep watering and protecting the area and
taking care of the future plant, and you wait some more. You wait another year
and nothing still happens. Okay, you are a persistent person not prone to giving
up, so you keep on watering. You water, check the soll, start talking to the
ground, “ground, | command you to yield now!” maybe even do some kind of

Holy Ghost dance. Another year passes and still no sign of growth.

It has been three years. Should you give up? Someone told you that it might
take a while to really see the fruits of your efforts, so you keep on keeping on.
More water, more confessions, more dancing in the Holy Ghost. People and

those around you are wondering. And another year passes. No tree.

You now make a decision. If there is no tree on this date one year from now you
will stop watering. Period. So you begin year number five with the same passion
as day number one. You water, you wait. You keep watering and keep waiting.
You water some more and then, could it be? Is it really? Yep, there it s,
something sticking out of the dirt. You come back the next day and WOW it has
really grown! In fact you come back each day for about six weeks and finally
the Chinese Bamboo tree stops growing—but it is over 80 feet tall! Yes, 80 feet in

six weeks! Well, not really. Itis 80 feet in five years.

The pointis simple. If you had given up for even the shortest period of time, there
would be no tree. It took almost impossible persistence. The Chinese Bamboo
tree is there for one reason and one reason only—because you never gave up

on it.



